


• Clean your aerator. Regularly remove and clean your faucet's screen (also known as an aerator).

Sediment, debris, and lead particles can collect in your aerator. If lead particles are caught in the

aerator, lead can get into your water.

• Use cold water. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula.

Remember, boiling water does not remove lead from water.

• Run your water. The more time water has been sitting in pipes, the more lead it may contain.

Before drinking, flush your home's pipes by running the tap, taking a shower, doing laundry, or

doing a load of dishes. The amount of time to run the water will depend on whether your home

has a lead service line or not, and the length of the lead service line. Residents should contact

their water utility for recommendations about flushing times in their community.

• Have your water tested. Contact your water utility to have your water tested and to learn more

about the lead levels in your drinking water.

What does this mean? 

Service line inventories are the foundation from which water systems take action to address a significant 

source of lead in drinking water. Establishing an inventory of service line materials and identifying the 

location of lead and GRR service lines is a key step in getting them replaced and protecting public health. 

Typically, lead enters water supplies by leaching from lead pipes, brass faucets, plumbing with leaded 

solder, and other plumbing components containing lead. In homes with lead pipes that connect the 

home to the water main, also known as lead services lines, these pipes are typically the most significant 

source of lead in the water. Lead pipes are more likely to be found in older cities and homes built before 

1986. Service lines made of galvanized iron or steel that are (or were previously) downstream of lead 

service lines are classified as galvanized requiring replacement (GRR) because galvanized service lines 

that are or ever were downstream from an LSL can absorb lead and contribute to lead in drinking water. 

Identifying and ultimately removing lead and GRR service lines is an important way to protect public 

health. 

What is being done? 

A Service Line Material Inventory was prepared and submitted for the service lines in the 

community. 

For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of 

lead, visit EPA's Web site at http://www.epa.gov/lead or contact your health care provider. 

For more information, please contact Chris Perra at 815-252-9637 or 2323 Fourth Street, Peru, IL 61354. 

*Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially

those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments,

nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public

place or distributing copies by hand or mail. *
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